
The role of Biosphere Reserves in 
responsible tourism development 
& tourism networking
• North Karelia Biosphere Reserve



Man and the Biosphere programme

Image: Metsähallitus

a Biosphere Reserves 
promote the protection of 
the ecosystem and the 
creation of a sustainable 
society where people and 
nature can live in harmony



World Network of Biosphere Reserves 
of UNESCO

Local solutions 
to global challenges!



• Based on voluntary collaboration
• Sites for testing interdisciplinary 

approaches to understanding and 
managing changes and interactions 
between social and ecological 
systems

Biosphere Reserves are 
learning places for 
sustainable development 



Biosphere Reserves and 
Responsible Tourism
• International and local networks
• Support for tourism entrepreneurs

• Event support
• Local produce branding
• Ambassador and guide programs
• Partnership Networks and charters
• Certification

• Projects
• Tourism destination



Sustainable events
• Aim: Sustainability in public

events
• Sustainable Event Charter (Galloway

and Ayshire BR) / Event stamp
(Nordhordland BR)

• to help organisers share and promote 
their innovations and hard work 
regarding sustainability

• to showcase biosphere
• make it easier for the event to be 

linked to the BR work and in that way 
benefit from the international 
UNESCO status



Sustainable Local Produce
Lebensregion

• to create additional value for products from the region
• to strengthen and secure the appeal of regional products, offerings 

and services 
• the intention is that BR partner businesses act as multipliers in the 

region, helping to convey the BR concept and implementing BR 
ideas in their everyday management

Nordhordland Unesco BR
• a local food producer can apply to use the logo
• the requirements for producers are related to sustainable food 

production, and that they are geographically located in the 
Nordhordland UNESCO Biosphere Reserve



Ambassador and guide
programs
• Programs to educate

individuals, entrepreneurs, 
local guides etc on what
the BR is about

• Network of people who can
• tell why the area is valuable
• tell about local sustainability

actions etc



Partnership Networks and 
Biosphere Charters
• Gives possibility to connect to the

Unesco BR brand, networking
possibilities, visibility and added value
through international networks

• Finding the strengths of the partners, 
becoming aware and developing 
them

• Setting goals for collaboration
actions between the actor and BR



• Galloway and 
Ayshire BR 
example

Certification



Projects –internationally
and locally
• Scotland’s UNESCO 

trail and North 
Atlantic UNESCO trail

• Blekinge BR – improving
infrastructure, building
maps etc

• REDIRECT – testing ideas
for regenerative tourism in 
Storkriket candidate BR 
Sweden

https://www.visitscotland.com/things-to-do/unesco-trail



Destination

• Potential to use the
status to highlight the
sustainability of the
area

• Biospheres are not as 
well as known as 
World heritage sites of 
geoparks

https://www.pilzforum.eu/board/thread/36200-
leobengraben-nockalmstra%C3%9Fe-
%C3%B6sterreich/

Visit Karelia



Biosphere Reserves of Finland

North Karelia 
Biosphere ReserveArchipelago Sea 

Biosphere Reserve



North Karelia Biosphere
Reserve - The UNESCO 
collaboration site of 
sustainable development

8000 km²

18 000 inhabitants

1992
3 national parks



It’s all about collaboration!
Working group

Kumppanuus-
jäseniä

POKELY
E-puoli

Yrittäjä

Steering committee



Main themes

Strategia 2021-2030

mailto:https://kareliabiosphere.fi/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Pohjois-Karjalan_Biosfaarialueen_strategia_2021-2030.pdf


Partnership network for sustainable
development

• Entrepreneurs and organisations in 
the biosphere reserve and in the
vincinity

• Around 30 partners
• They create their own sustainability goals

and then work to achieve them
• Support and possibility for international

project collaboration



Partnership network for sustainable development



The aim of SHAPE was to enable authorities, 
businesses and communities to develop innovative 
approaches for ecotourism initiatives which 
preserve, manage and create economic value from 
local assets in the ‘Cool North’

Sustainable Heritage areas – partnerships for ecotourism



Summary

• Biosphere Reserves can be a tool for developing
responsible tourism

• Bringing together actors in the region – vast stakeholder networks
• Umbrella for the sustainability actions in the area - visibility
• Support for the entrepreneurs
• Spark and platform for projects/Partner or leader in projects



Thanks!
www.kareliabiosphere.fi

Pohjois-Karjalan ely-keskus
Vilma Lehtovaara

vilma.lehtovaara@ely-keskus.fi

http://www.kareliabiosphere.fi/
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