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Wester Ross UNESCO Biosphere
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Community-led

Sustainability

Landscape-scale





Dark Sky Tourism Panellists:

Hannah Dalgleish, 
Postdoctoral researcher in 
dark skies and society, 
University of Oxford

Catriona Waddington, Wild 
Skies Shetland

Jeannot McCarthy, Corwar 
Dark Sky Glamping, Galloway 
Forest Park

Elizabeth Tindal, Freelance 
Dark Sky Ranger

https://www.physics.ox.ac.uk/our-people/dalgleish
https://wildskiesshetland.com/
https://www.facebook.com/corwardarkskyglamping/
https://www.freelanceranger.com/dark-sky-ranger.html


Winter in Wester Ross 



Why?

Health: Physical and mental health opportunities - eg. 

yoga and mindfulness sessions, guided walks

Social: Bringing people together - eg. storytelling, film 

nights, meals

Environment: Educational events about dark sky 

benefits for our landscape and wildlife - eg talks and 

stargazing evenings

Economy: Income generation potential - eg. 

encouraging visitors to come in the off season, 

additional income for businesses and individuals



How?

Defining our Role as WRB -

PR

Free training - how to 

incorporate stargazing into 

your business or event

Fringe events - inviting local 

businesses to participate

Funding

Sponsorship / In-kind 

support

Donations



The Results



What are the results?



Guided Walk with a Highlife Highland 

Countryside Ranger to learn about 

nocturnal animals

Astronomical art workshop



Stargazing evening and talk with 

Honorary Research Fellow, Dr Alec 

Mackinnon from Glasgow University

A talk by Cosmos Planetarium about 

Black Holes



Left - handmade signage to promote dark skies 

related books and gifts at a community shop! 

Right - series of events held in a village hall in the 

south of the Biosphere 




