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GLOW2.0 project promotion and communication activities 

GLOW partners have constantly promoted and shared whenever possible, materials and 

news from period 1 – period 4 of the project, resulting from direct engagements with 

SMEs. For example, survey results for SME needs and wishes for development has been 

shared for use also by SMEs not directly engaged with GLOW, but that might find 

materials useful for self-development purposes. This has, among other, been made 

available via project website. This report gives an overview of promotional and 

communications actions of GLOW2.0 project in participating regions for purposes of 

regional and national impact, and those done in joint collaboration with an aim of 

transnational and global impact. 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/resources/


 
 

 

 

I. Promoting results of engagements with SMEs 

16.8.2023 – Dark Sky Festival Kaavi, Finland 

GLOW promoted the jointly organised festival by Kaavi, Juuka and Tuusniemi SMEs that 

worked with GLOW starting period 1 of the project via Kaavi municipality Dark Sky project 

collaborations. 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

1. Findings of GLOW capacity building mapping of SME needs  

2023 - Deliverable D1.1.1 Needs of SMEs interested or working within Dark Sky Economy 

NPA GLOW2.0 partners, during the first project period (12.2022 – 05.2023) worked 

towards identifying the needs of the target audience. The target audience have been 

tourism product and service providers from 4 participating countries – Finland, Ireland, 

Norway and Iceland. This was realised via a survey questionary.  

 

A summary of the survey findings (deliverable D1.1.1), specifying the needs of target 

audience for creation of a formal capacity building and training programme, including 

synergies was shared via the NPA GLOW project website. How to contact the project if an 

SME is interested in GLOW2.0 capacity building programme, was also mentioned.  

 

2023 - Deliverable D3.2.1 Review Paper presenting Current Status and Strategies with 

regards to Dark Sky Tourism in Northern Periphery and Arctic 

GLOW worked on identifying the individual regional approaches in participating regions 

to dark skies as a concept, in terms of tourism, to draw out the synergies and difference 

in approaches across the regions. The other aim was to identify gaps and areas for 

attention, to enable conducive environments for SMEs working in, or interested in the 

Dark Sky tourism economy.  

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/resources/


 
 

 

 

 

The results of these engagements were condensed into a report deliverable D3.2.1 A 

review paper indicating the current status of strategies This has been promoted and 

shared with target groups both directly involved during GLOW events/ GLOW participated 

events, and those not directly involved with the project via NPA project website. 

 

 

2024 - Presenting results of SME engagements in creative industries networking 

possibilities workshop  

GLOW promoted results of engagements with SMEs during workshop event organised by 

creative industries project (PK Taideverkkarit by Arts Promotion Centre Finland). During 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/resources/


 
 

 

 

this workshop, GLOW2.0 project and aims were presented to the participants. Karelia 

representative also contributed to the workshop sessions, most importantly on ideas for 

regional tourism development in cooperation with creative industries (art, music, etc). 

GLOW2.0 representative shared the need for collaboration in the region (co-creation 

using festivals as testing venues), the roles that could be played to enhance tourism by 

municipality (museums, unused buildings for pop-up events e.g. artists, music 

conservatory), by accommodation and food providers, and other creative industries 

(artists, handcrafts, musicians, theatres) in diversifying offers and lengthening season 

(Dark months) to add value to the region, including networking for tourism. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

2024 - Light pollution measurement results of GLOW engaged SME Syrjävaara Oy 

GLOW has promoted the development works of engaged SME Syrjävaara Oy. 

 

GLOW shared Syrjävaara’s report showing results of measurements of Night sky 

brightness taken from the ground proving the disappearance of night i.e., darkness, and 

how far light pollution is spreading in the arctic region. The results were of night sky 

brightness measurement stations in three regions of Eastern Finland (NPA regions) 

namely Juuka, Kaavi and Tuusniemi. GLOW assisted in results analysis and translation of 

the English version of the article “Arctic Night and Darkness “. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

20.2.2024 - Article (Future of Tourism) in University of Applied Sciences Journal  

https://uasjournal.fi/2-2024/tulevaisuuden-kestava-matkailu-on-pimean-peitossa/ 

 

2024 – Article (GLOW animation production) in Selected Perspectives on 

Internationalisation and Applied Education and Research 2024 

https://urn.fi/URN:ISBN:978-952-275-442-4 

  

https://uasjournal.fi/2-2024/tulevaisuuden-kestava-matkailu-on-pimean-peitossa/


 
 

 

 

2. Learnings from benchmarking activities and engagement events 

GLOW has also shared learnings from benchmarking activities and mapping of business 

models aligning with GLOW objectives and themes. 

 

2023 - The British Association of Planetaria Conference & OM Dark Sky Park & 

Observatory 

The British Association of Planetaria Conference & OM Dark Sky Park & Observatory 

report provides an overview of GLOW participation in the British Planetarium Conference 

2023, hosted at Armagh Planetarium, and GLOW visits to OM Dark Sky Park and 

Observatory, as well as Sperrinview Glamping site.  

 

The British Planteria Conference 2023 held in Armagh brought together experts and 

researchers in the field of astronomy, space exploration, and planetarium technology. 

Armagh Planetarium was one of the founding members of BAP. Throughout the 

conference, various themes were explored, topics such as the promotion of dark skies 

tourism, technological advancements like Virtual Reality (VR), and the innovative concept 

of a mobile planetarium. Additionally, GLOW gained insights into an ongoing heritage 

community project at Sherwood Planetarium and Observatory. All those, and details 

about GLOW partners’ comprehensive tour of the OM Dark Sky Park and Observatory 

have been shared. 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/resources/


 
 

 

 

 

 

2023 - AR VR INNOVATE Conference & Expo 

 

ARVR is one of the premier conferences in Europe that focuses on commercial application 

of AR and VR, this event started in 2014. It has been at forefront in promoting business 

using AR and VR technologies. The main purpose GLOW2.0 was part of this trip was to 

further explore and gain knowledge in Virtual Reality Experiences. GLOW wanted to 

explore the available options in the market to aid with the technical specification for the 

virtual planetarium. GLOW key learnings & recommendations on AR/VR/Immersive 

technologies were shared/promoted! 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/resources/


 
 

 

 

 

 

2024 - Matka 2024 Fair - Learnings into Dark Sky Tourism Communication for 

Sustainable Travel  

 

GLOW was represented at the Matka 2024 Travel Fair in Helsinki on January 18th. The aim 

was to gain up-to-date knowledge of tourism industry, present the project and explore 

different ways to make tourism entrepreneurs and travellers more aware of the 

opportunities of the dark skies and new technologies. The trip proved to be successful: 

both old and new connections with stakeholders were fortified and benchmarking 



 
 

 

 

showed that there is indeed a market niche for dark skies related tourism offerings in 

Northern Europe. An article focusing on Dark Skies Tourism related viewpoints on 

responsible tourism as learned from the conference was shared via Karelia GLOW pages, 

Karelia UAS PULSE portal, NPA project website and SOME.  

  

 

 

  

https://glow.karelia.fi/artikkelit/
https://www.karelia.fi/en/2024/09/integrating-matka-2024-learnings-into-dark-sky-tourism-communication-for-sustainable-travel/
https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/resources/
https://www.facebook.com/Glow2Suomi/


 
 

 

 

3. 2023 – 2024 Podcast capturing themes of the project of interest to SMEs 

GLOW produced podcast series on Dark Sky themes (in Finnish) as engagement outputs 

for the general public and other interested target groups. These podcasts, worked on 

during December 2023 – February 2024, showcase Dark Skies as an important aspect of 

sustainability. The podcasts (Pimeän pilkahduksia - Glimpses of Darkness) explore the 

GLOW themes of light pollution, dark sky protection, and dark sky tourism in the northern 

regions. The podcasts feature experts from different fields and backgrounds and is 

meant to be used both as a tool of general dissemination on the subject, for those both 

directly and not directly engaged with the project, but also as part of capacity building 

program materials. The podcasts are publicly available in Spotify via links on podcast 

titles. The themes for podcast series are: 

Podcast 1: Dark Sky Protection and Tourism (Syrjävaara Oy Dark Sky tourism SME 

experiences in development of offerings) 

 

Podcast 1 focuses on a researcher and entrepreneur from Syrjävaara Goodnight Oy, 

whose company has developed dark sky experiences in Kaavi, Eastern Finland. Olli has 

been engaged with GLOW since the very beginning of the project. In the episode Olli 

explains why he is passionate about protecting the natural night and how he measures 

light pollution in different locations. He also shares some of his findings on how light 

pollution affects the visibility of the night sky in Eastern and Northern Finland. The 

interviewee Olli Reijonen is an entrepreneur with interest in star photography and 

darkness preservation. He founded Syrjävaara Good Night Oy, which offers dark tourism 

and star courses in North Karelia. He says that his interest in the dark was sparked when 

he noticed that both the northern lights and milky way were visible from the hilltop on 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/3EWNPrHTYJ2424IhmJQJ8S?si=JNJMKpv_RhCtMAmMu9LmBw&nd=1&dlsi=4bca9446a5dd4746


 
 

 

 

his family farm. He wants to share this experience with others and protect the dark night 

from light pollution. 

Reijonen explains that darkness is vital for the balance of nature and human well-being. 

He says that all life is adapted to the variation of night and day, and that the increase in 

light disturbs the rhythms and foraging of animals and plants. He mentions that light 

pollution reduces insects and pollinators that are important for food production. He 

stresses that humans also need darkness for rest and recuperation, and that in the dark, 

the imagination and senses are awakened. Reijonen suggests that darkness could be a 

tourist asset in areas where there is still darkness. He says that city dwellers long for dark 

and safe places to experience a natural night. He presents a range of darkness-related 

tourism services, such as stargazing courses, northern lights tours, nighttime fishing, 

snow hiking and accommodation in dark areas. 

He also challenges tourism entrepreneurs to raise awareness about darkness protection 

and the smart use of lighting. He says that the challenge of dark tourism is the weather 

and cloud cover, which means that the starry sky is not always visible. 

 

Podcast 2: Light Pollution and Lighting Technology (Photonics professor at University of 

Eastern Finland, Dr. Pasi Vahimaa) 

 

Podcast 2 focuses on responsible lighting insights by Pasi Vahimaa’s, a professor of 

photonics from the University of Eastern Finland, who specializes in light-matter 

interactions, optical materials, and lighting technology. Pasi defines darkness as lack of 

light and light pollution as extra light that is neither necessary nor desirable. In photonics, 

light is a generic term for anything that has to do with the production, use or 

measurement of light. Darkness is just less light. The amount of light depends on the 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/433V5YoNbPqop8sUxX6W3i?si=88a3f4ba84c94eb4&nd=1&dlsi=ee7f1a46b5404b8f


 
 

 

 

situation, the user and the purpose. Light can create safety, comfort and well-being, but 

it can also stress, disturb and harm. The colour and spectrum of light affect the magnitude 

of its energy packets and thus the reactions it causes. 

Pasi says that lighting technology has become more efficient and versatile with the switch 

to LED lighting. LED lights allow better control of the quantity and quality of light than 

traditional light sources. Pasi tells about how responsible lighting can reduce energy 

consumption and light pollution. For example, in greenhouses, LEDs can be used to 

produce the optimum light components for plants. Lighting can also be directed, 

positioned and shaped to best direct light where it is needed. 

During the episode, it is recognised that light and darkness are both necessary and 

valuable. Light creates safety and comfort, while darkness provides rest, peace and 

experiences. Lighting should aim for moderation and consider the needs of the 

environment. It is possible to find harmony between light and darkness. 

 

Podcast 3: Darkness, Traditions, and Cosmology (Folklorist and author Pasi 

Klemettinen) 

 

In podcast 3, Pasi Klemettinen, a folklorist and author, who has written several books on 

the Finnish mythology, folklore, gives a talk about the role of darkness in folklore - the 

struggle between darkness and light in Finnish folk religion and tradition. Pasi tells that 

the bear has long been a subject of interest to him, and that he has written several works 

on bear legends.  

Pasi explains the origin and meaning of the bear in the mythology of different peoples: 

how the bear is associated with the Big Dipper and the northern sky, and how it connects 

earth and sky. He compares Finnish, ancient and Native American stories about the birth, 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/757ep7NSQ1cIwQTQA3Xmwu?si=52ce2c1b71234c36&nd=1&dlsi=c10a6b544d6a4828


 
 

 

 

hunting and return of the bear. Pasi then talks about the struggle between darkness and 

light in Finnish folk religion and tradition: he describes how in Finland darkness has been 

associated with devils, foul spirits, poltergeists, and other evil forces, which have been 

fought with spells, wise men, and rituals. He also mentions how darkness has been part 

of the cycle of nature and the cycle of life. 

 

4. 2023 – 2024 Blogposts on values and benefits of Darkness for SMEs and tourism 

operators 

https://glow.karelia.fi/blogi/ 

 

Blogpost about Darkness, light and light pollution. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Blogpost about visit to a company developing Dark Sky offering. 

 

 

Blogpost about natural night and its significance to humans. 



 
 

 

 

 

Blogpost about significance of nighttime environments and natural nights to nocturnal 

organisms and pollutants, and relation to food security. 

 

 

Blogpost about GLOW podcast series’ themes produced basing on needs of target groups 

and results from discussions and engagements with target groups.  



 
 

 

 

5. Other promotion venues of engagements with SMEs 

 

 



 
 

 

 

GLOW2.0 Project Outputs & Results: https://www.interreg-

npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/outputs-results/  

GLOW2.0 Dark Sky Thematic Resources: 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/resources/ 

GLOW2.0 Articles and Outputs (LP pages - ENG): 

 https://glow.karelia.fi/en/articles-and-outputs/ 

GLOW2.0 Articles and Outputs (LP pages - FIN): 

 https://glow.karelia.fi/artikkelit/  

2023 – 2024 Blogposts: https://glow.karelia.fi/blogi/  

2023 – 2024: Promotion of results during discussions with relevant stakeholders (ref: 

partners reports P2 – P4, under target groups engagements). 

SOME and partner websites: 

Ireland: 

­ https://www.linkedin.com/company/glow2-0/  

­ https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100093501256277 

­ https://www.facebook.com/UdarasnaG/ 

­ https://www.facebook.com/www.westbic.ie/  

Finland:  

­ https://www.facebook.com/Glow2Suomi/reviews/ 

­ https://www.facebook.com/PohjoisLapinSeutukunta 

Norway:  

­ https://www.facebook.com/Glow20-Norge-107112689012277  

Iceland:  

­ https://www.facebook.com/ssnordurlandvestra/about/   

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/outputs-results/
https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/outputs-results/
https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/resources/
https://glow.karelia.fi/en/articles-and-outputs/
https://glow.karelia.fi/artikkelit/
https://glow.karelia.fi/blogi/


 
 

 

 

II. Communicating results of engagements with SMEs 

12.5.2023 – Immersive testing event in Ilomantsi city 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-6/ 

 

  

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-6/


 
 

 

 

15.5.2023 - Benchmarking trip in Kainuu 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-5/ 

 

https://www.karelia.fi/2023/05/glow2-0-hanke-tutustui-kainuun-matkailuun/ 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-5/
https://www.karelia.fi/2023/05/glow2-0-hanke-tutustui-kainuun-matkailuun/


 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

30.5.2023 – Visit to Syrjävaara Good Night Oy's facility in Kaavi municipality 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-9/ 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

31.5.2023 - GLOW2.0 represented at Cross-border Business LAB event in Utsjoki 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-1/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=620705063429824&set=pcb.620709180096079 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

19.9.2023 - Partner meeting and learning journey in Mayo, Ireland 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-7/ 

 

And related article by Lead Partner 

https://www.karelia.fi/2023/11/pimeaa-taivasta-ja-normandian-maihinnousua-glow2-0-

irlannissa/ 

https://www.karelia.fi/2023/11/pimeaa-taivasta-ja-normandian-maihinnousua-glow2-0-irlannissa/
https://www.karelia.fi/2023/11/pimeaa-taivasta-ja-normandian-maihinnousua-glow2-0-irlannissa/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

27.10.2023 – Upskilling workshop Ireland 

  



 
 

 

 

6.11.2023 - Mapping the Future: Innovative Steps Toward Sustainable Tourism 

workshop in Mayo Ireland 

https://www.con-telegraph.ie/2023/11/06/innovative-steps-towards-sustainable-

tourism-explored-at-mayo-event/ 

  



 
 

 

 

26.1.2024 – Dark Sky Film Festival in Joensuu, Finland 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-12/  

 

  



 
 

 

 

29.2.2024 - GLOW2.0 learning journey in Narvik, Norway 

 

  



 
 

 

 

Spring 2024 – Dark Sky Ireland Newsletter 

https://mailchi.mp/9a017d3ad47b/welcome-to-our-spring-2024-newsletter 

  



 
 

 

 

13.5.2024 – NPA GLOW2.0 international webinar 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-14/ 

 

Partners, in collaboration, successfully implemented a joint webinar (30.4.2024). The 

event aimed at communicating project themes, their importance, and showcasing 

examples of green business models in tourism using Darkness as added value, including 

immersive technologies potential.  It attracted 147 registrations and 106 connections 

during webinar (ref: GLOW P3 Joint Report: Joint webinar P3 participants 30.4.2024).   



 
 

 

 

26.9.2024 – Presentation at Norway seminar event by Udaras and Karelia UAS 

  

  



 
 

 

 

28.10.2024 - GLOW2.0 learning journey in Reykjavík and Blönduós Iceland 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-16/ 

 

  

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-16/


 
 

 

 

5.- 6.11.2024 – GLOW presented at NPA national event in Ylivieska 

 

  



 
 

 

 

8.-9.11.2024 – GLOW outputs and results shared to DSI and during Dark Sky “Under 

One Sky 2024” conference 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/news-events/news-18/ 

 

  



 
 

 

 

25.11.2024 – GLOW engagements presented in Nurmes and at Karelia Staff event 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

2024 – GLOW2.0 LinkedIn pages  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/glow2-0/ 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/glow2-0/


 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

SOME – Facebook, partner webpages examples 

Finland partners share Associated partner in national news YLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Ireland partners share about the learning journey Iceland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Norway partner share about GLOW animation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Iceland partner share about Seminar and learning journey Iceland event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Iceland partner share about Narvik events in Norway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Lapland partner share about Ireland learning journey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Lead partner Karelia share about launched NPA GLOW project website with materials 

  



Other Activities to promote or engage other target groups 



Period 1 – period 4: Meetings and events with regional stakeholders in own regions, 

webinars, conferences, etc (ref: partners reports, project reports) 

GLOW2.0 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Glow2Suomi/ ., NPA miniwebsite: 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/resources/ ., Karelia UAS website 

(https://glow.karelia.fi/) and Youtube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8HbeZQx-_Y: 

). 

2023 – 2024: Promotion of results during discussions with relevant stakeholders (ref: 

partners reports P2 – P4, under target groups engagements). 

SOME and partner websites: 

Ireland: 

­ https://www.linkedin.com/company/glow2-0/ 

­ https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100093501256277 

­ https://www.facebook.com/UdarasnaG/ 

­ https://www.facebook.com/www.westbic.ie/ 

Finland: 

­ https://www.facebook.com/Glow2Suomi/reviews/ 

­ https://www.facebook.com/PohjoisLapinSeutukunta 

Norway: 

­ https://www.facebook.com/Glow20-Norge-107112689012277 

Iceland: 

­ https://www.facebook.com/ssnordurlandvestra/about/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Glow2Suomi/
https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/resources/
https://glow.karelia.fi/


FURTHER INFORMATION 
GLOW2.0 - Green Energy Technologies for Tourism Project has been 
funded by Interreg Northern Periphery and Arctic Programme. 

Link to project website: NPA GLOW

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/glow20/home/resources/

	Blank Page



