Iceland at Night

Dark skies for astro tourism

Starry Night over Fjallsarlén
Mynd: Babak Tafreshi










Darkness is a dwindling
resource :

1/3 of humanity, 2/3 of
EUropeans and 4/5 Americans
cannot see the Milky Way

anymore
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A pristine night sky is a
precious resource oy

Milky Way above Oxararfoss, bingvellirNational Park, part of the GOlden Cirlce
Credit: Babak Tafreshi




* Two high quality computerizedielescopes
® Best obse“' atory in Iceland :




targazing at Highland Base Ker irlllaxr jC;" :

* Unique snvironment free of light pollution




Stars and Northern Lights

The Night Sky is half of the
visible nature. In orderio enjoy
it, dressing well and learn what'’s
up there s key.




Lunar rainbow or Moonbow
Rainbow at night due to light from
the (almost) full Moon

Moonbow over Skégafoss
Credit: Seevar Helgi Bragason




Total Solar Eclipse
Nature’s most awesome
spectacle




ESBE%E Total eclipse 2026 Where to see? Eye safety FAQ

Where to see”?

Where will you be on August 12, 20267

Glacially carved fjords, volcanic features or geothermal spas? Where will you be to watch the August 12, 2026 total solar eclipse? The path of totality crosses
many picturesque and unigue sites in the westernmost part of Iceland. Press on the map below to see local circumstances.

Total Eclipse!
At this location you will experience a 100% total solar eclipse
lasting for 58s.

Total duration of the eclipse will be 2h 25s.
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Event Time

Partial begins 16:47:16
Totality begins 17:48:21
Maximum Eclipse 17:48:50
Totality ends 17:49:19
Partial ends 18:47:41
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Northern Lights and Noctilucent Clouds on August 6th, 2024

Credit: Bjorn Jonsson
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Geminids i o
Often year’s'best meteor | |
shower, peaks December 13/14.
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September 12 2023 bolide/fireball as seen from the

Arctic Henge at Raufarhofn, northeast Iceland



evening during fall. . _ _
ASh Of Yggd ra Sl | I, th e mythlca I tree . - % ’ - Th;. Ash of Yggdrasil over Reynisdrangar basaltic sea stacks

Credit: Babak Tafreshi




The Winter Sky
Interesting objects visible to the

unaided eye, binoculars and small
telescopes

Orion’s belt

Sirius, the brightest star
in the night sky

r

Orfon’s belt
The milk maids

Aldebaran in Taurus &
Red giant star

Pleiades
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Most colourful and dynamic
during powerful solar storms




Darkness is a dwindling
resource :

1/3 of humanity, 2/3 of
EUropeans and 4/5 Americans
cannot see the Milky Way

anymore
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Birds, mammals and insects are attracted to light
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MAMMALS

AMPHIBIANS
REPTILES

Light pollution harms mammals, birds, amphibians, insects,
and reptiles. It can decrease reproduction, disrupt migration,
increase predation, and more.




Visible night sky
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UNACCEPTABLE VERY BAD BETTER
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Tonight

Light pollution affects fish even into
n the next generation

Share:

Posted by Kelly Kizer Whitt B8 September 27, 2024

Ertu ad flytja? Sendibilar —
flutningar — pjénusta.

Flutningapjonustan ehf Opna >

Tonight

South, Autumn Evenings
Equuleus the Little Horse

Equuleus the Little Horse on autumn
nights

Zebrafish exposed to light pollution at night exhibited anxiety-type behaviors. And even the next generation of

fish showed an effect. Image via Peter Kuznetsov/ Pixabay.

s Zebrafish exposed to light pollution at night showed signs of anxiety, such as
swimming less and staying close to aquarium walls, EarthSky needs YOUR H ELP

* Blue light, like that from phones and other devices, caused the strongest anxiety to keep goi ng!
reactions, with fish feeling the effects after just five nights. X

s The next generation of zebrafish also showed anxiety-related behaviors, even

dick here

without direct exposure to the light, suggesting lasting effects across generations.



A dark night is vital to us and

the ecosystem. Sustainable use

of lighting and space is instrumental
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The Ash of Yggdrasil over Reynisdrangar basaltic sea stacks
Credit: Babak Tafreshi




Your guide to
northern lights and
stargazing in lIceland
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