
Oats in Iceland
O AT  F R O N T I E R S  W O R K S H O P  M E E T I N G ,  H R A N N A R  S M Á R I  H I L M A R S S O N

2 0 2 5  S T E I N K J E R

N O R WAY



Cereals in Iceland



First oat trials



Oats revisited 21st century



Recent projects
Oats in trials consecutively since 2017

Late maturing

Stronger straw – can stand longer into the 
autumn

Prone to lodging

Less fertilizer requirement

Lower yield

Like poor soils



The oat Farmer



Challenges for oat 
cultivation in Iceland
Instability

In 2024 the yield was about 2.5t/ha and the test weight 
was very low

In 2025 the yield is looking like about 6-7t/ha and the 
test weight reaching 600g/L

No diseases and low weed pressure

Trials in 2024 and 2025 in Iceland can help solve these 
challenges

Around 30-40 oat varieties tested in south-west Iceland















Results in 2024



Maturity of oats



When you 
tell barley 
farmers 
about oat 
yield



Kærar 
þakkir
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